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NEW  PROGRAMS  FOR  ELEMENTARY  STUDENTS 


"Happy  Birthday,  Alberta!11 

Grades  2 - A 1 class  AO  minutes 

Scheduled  on  request 

This  program  is  available  for  classroom  presentation  in  the  Edmonton 
area.  It  is  designed  to  give  children  in  the  lower  elementary  grades 
a glimpse  of  childhood  in  Alberta  over  the  past  75  years.  Children's 
toys  and  clothing  of  1905,  1930,  and  1955  will  be  used  in  the  presentation. 

"The  Museum  and  You" 

Lower  Elementary  1 class  maximum  1 1/A  hours 

Wednesdays  - 9:30,  11:00,  and  1:15 

This  program  introduces  the  purpose  of  a museum  within  the  community 
and  discusses  some  of  the  work  required  behind  the  scenes  before  displays 
can  be  developed.  Artifacts  and  specimens  which  illustrate  these  tasks 
may  be  examined  and  handled  by  the  children.  Following  this  introduction, 
teachers  (and  parents)  will  take  the  children  to  the  galleries  to  view 
the  exhibits.  Suggestions  for  this  part  of  the  program  will  be  mailed 
to  teachers  in  advance.  This  program  will  be  of  interest  to  Grade  Two 
classes  studying  their  community  and  to  groups  which  are  unfamiliar  with 
the  Museum.  It  also  can  be  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  special  groups 
such  as  the  handicapped. 

GALLERY  VISITS 


Guided  Gallery  Tours 

Guided  tours  are  offered  in  all  Museum  galleries  and  usually  include 
films  and  presentations  of  artifacts  to  handle  and  examine  closely.  We 
recommend  that  any  tour  deal  with  only  one  area  of  the  Museum.  Guided 
tours  will  not  deal  with  more  than  two  gallery  areas.  Teachers  are 
invited  to  indicate  points  they  would  like  to  have  emphasized.  When  booking 
a gallery  tour,  please  indicate  whether  a film  is  desired  and  whether  a 
tactile  presentation  is  to  be  included.  Guide  staff  will  be  happy  to 
choose  a film  related  to  the  concepts  or  galleries  you  wish  to  underline. 
Bookings  must  be  made  at  least  TWO  weeks  in  advance. 

Self-Guided  Gallery  Visits 

Teachers  who  do  not  wish  a guided  tour  may  also  use  Museum  galleries 
with  classes.  Students  must  be  supervised  during  these  visits.  Classes 
should  be  as  quiet  as  possible  if  they  encounter  a guided  group  in  the 
gallery.  Please  contact  the  museum  tour  booking  office  when  planning 
your  field  trip,  so  that  we  can  minimize  congestion  in  the  galleries. 
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CONTINUING  PROGRAMS  FOR  KINDERGARTEN  AND  ELEMENTARY  STUDENTS 
Bookings  must  be  made  at  least  two  weeks  in  advance. 

Ki  ndergarten 

Pre-grade  one  year;  20  students  preferred,  AO  students  max;  1 hour 
Mon,  Tues.  & Fri.,  9:30,  10:30,  12:30,  1:30 

These  programs  include  a presentation  of  artifacts  or  specimens  for  children 
to  handle.  Programs  deal  with  the  purpose  and  role  of  museums,  with  Indians, 
or  with  seasonal  changes  in  nature.  After  an  introduction  and  presentation 
of  artifacts  by  a museum  guide,  the  teacher  (and  parents)  will  take  the  children 
through  the  galleries.  For  this  reason  the  programs  are  only  available  to 
those  who  have  attended  an  orientation  session  at  the  museum. 

MFur  and  Feathers11 

Grades  1 & 2;  1 class  maximum;  1 1/A  hours 

Tues.  & Fri.,  9:30,  11:00,  1:15 

This  program  will  emphasize  families  and  parenting  among  birds  and  mammals. 
Children  will  have  opportunities  for  handling  related  materials  and  will 
view  and  discuss  specimens  both  in  a teaching  area  and  in  museum  galleries. 

"The  First  People" 

Grades  1 - 3;  1 class  maximum;  1 1/A  hours 

Wed.  & Thurs. , 9:30,  1 1:00,  1:15 

This  program  will  introduce  students  to  traditional  family  life  of  Alberta's 
Plains  Indians.  The  presentation  will  include  a film,  an  opportunity  to 
handle  artifacts,  visits  to  relevant  areas  of  the  Habitat  and  Indian  Galleries, 
and  will  conclude  with  some  complementary  activities  for  the  children. 

"Discovering  our  Dinosaurs" 

Grades  3 - 5;  1 class  maximum;  - 1 1/A  hours 

Scheduled  on  request 

A look  at  how  dinosaur  fossils  give  us  clues  to  the  appearance  and  habits 
of  these  animals.  Careful  observation  and  discussion  of  gallery  exhibits 
will  be  supplemented  by  a chance  to  handle  fossil  material. 

"Adaptations  for  Survival" 

Grades  A - 6;  1 class  maximum;  1 1/A  hours 

Mon.  & Thurs.,  9:30,  11:00,  1:15 

This  theme  will  be  discussed  in  detail  using  selected  mammals,  birds  and  reptiles 
to  introduce  the  concept.  Close  observation  of  mounted  specimens  and  items  for 
handling  are  important  parts  of  the  program.  Students  will  also  study  examples 
of  adaptation  in  the  Habitat  Gallery. 

"Meet  Mr.  Harrold" 

Grades  A - 6;  1 class  maximum;  1 1/A  hours 

Tues.  & Fri . , 9:30,  1 1:00,  1:15 

The  story  of  an  early  homesteader  will  be  presented  with  photos  and  documents. 
Following  the  presentation,  students  will  visit  the  Settlement  Gallery  to  see 
the  exhibits  of  artifacts  and  discover  some  specific  items  that  relate  to  Mr. 
Harrold's  experiences. 


Page  3 


PROGRAMS  FOR  SECONDARY  STUDENTS 
Bookings  must  be  made  at  least  two  weeks  in  advance. 

"Geology11 

Grade  8;  30  students  maximum  3 hrs. 

Wednesday  & Thursday  9:00  am 

An  introduction  to  field  techniques  for  identifying  rocks  and  minerals 
with  a chance  for  students  to  identify  samples  using  simple  tests. 

Programs  include  a gallery  visit  using  work  sheets  under  teacher  supervision. 
Afternoon  programs  on  minerals  only  may  be  arranged  on  request. 

"Useful  and  Poisonous  Wild  Plants  of  Alberta" 

Grades  7 - 12;  45  minutes 

Scheduled  on  request 

This  program,  based  on  a slide  presentation,  discusses  survival  in  the 
outdoors.  Emphasis  is  placed  on  identification  of  edible,  poisonous, 
and  useful  plants  as  well  as  conservation  of  the  environment.  This 
presentat ion  wi 1 1 include  mounted  leaf  and  plant  specimens  to  aid 
identification. 

"Wild  Plants  Utilized  by  Indians" 

Grades  7 - 12;  45  minutes 

Scheduled  on  request 

This  slide  presentation  introduces  the  many  uses  Indians  (and  settlers) 
had  for  plants.  Although  Alberta's  Indians  depended  largely  on  meat  for 
food,  plants  did  play  an  important  part  in  their  lives,  not  only  as  a 
food  in  times  of  scarcity  but  as  an  aid  in  decorative  arts  and  ceremony. 
Indian  artifacts  will  accompany  this  presentation. 

"Pioneer  Foods" 

Grades  7 - 12;  I class;  45  or  60  minutes 
Scheduled  on  request 

This  program  discusses  menu  planning  and  food  preservation  at  a time  when 
frozen,  canned  and  convenience  foods  were  not  a part  of  everyday  life.  A 
film  presentation  is  included. 

"History  of  Fashion" 

Grades  7 - 12;  1 class  45  “ 60  minutes 

Scheduled  on  request 

A slide  presentation  of  fashions  through  several  centuries  invites 
consideration  of  social  history.  Facsimile  garments  may  be  handled  and 
tried  on. 


These  programs  are  available  for  classroom  presentation  in  the  Edmonton 
vicinity. 
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HOW  TO  ARRANGE  A VISIT 

Contact  the  booking  office  any  weekday  between  8:30  am  and  1:00  pm 
at  452-2150,  local  254.  Please  book  your  visit  at  least  two  weeks 
in  advance.  If  at  all  feasible,  we  would  encourage  you  to  bring 
your  class  before  May,  as  the  Museum  gets  very  crowded  at  the  end 
of  the  school  year. 

For  each  booking  we  request  the  following  information: 
the  teacher 

the  school,  its  address,  postal  code  and  phone  number 
the  program  or  the  galleries  selected 
the  number  of  students  coming 
the  grade  level 

the  date  preferred  for  the  visit 

the  arrival  and  departure  time  of  your  group 

any  special  needs  - topics  to  emphasize,  students  with  learning 
disabilities  or  other  handicaps,  etc. 

purpose  of  visit  - introduction,  follow-up,  orientation  to  the 
Museum. 

Please  be  as  accurate  as  possible  with  this  information  and  advise  us 
of  any  change  in  plan  or  number  of  students  after  the  booking  has  been 
made. 

Arrangements  for  all  guided  programs  in  the  Museum  will  be  confirmed  by 
letter  two  weeks  before  your  visit.  Please  report  any  discrepancy 
between  your  plans  and  our  letter  as  soon  as  possible. 

LUNCH  ARRANGEMENTS 

Students  may  bring  bag  lunches  or  purchase  food  in  the  cafeteria  before 
11:30  am  and  after  1:00  pm.  In  addition,  a small  lunchroom  can  be  booked 
at  any  point  in  the  day  and  will  hold  up  to  50  children.  All  school 
groups  planning  to  use  these  facilities  MUST  contact  the  cafeteria  before- 
hand at  455-5089. 


ADMISSION  AND  ALL  PROGRAMS  ARE  FREE 
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WHEN  YOU  ARRIVE 

When  you  arrive  at  the  Museum,  please  sign  your  class  in  at  the 
information  desk.  Students  may  hang  their  coats  in  the  cloakroom 
by  the  Auditorium  Foyer.  Bag  lunches  may  also  be  left  in  the 
cloakroom,  preferably  in  one  or  two  large  cardboard  cartons.  Public 
washrooms  are  located  beside  the  cloakroom.  If  you  have  requested 
a guided  program,  your  guide(s)  will  join  you  in  the  Foyer  or  beside 
the  information  desk.  Those  making  an  unguided  visit  may  proceed 
directly  to  the  galleries. 

If  you  are  early  and  must  wait  for  your  guide(s),  you  may  be  asked 
to  remain  with  your  class  in  the  Auditorium  Foyer. 

In  the  case  of  late  arrival,  we  regret  that  groups  will  have  a 
shorter  program,  concluding  at  the  time  originally  indicated.  This 
is  necessary  because  members  of  the  guide  staff  normally  have 


additional  commitments  to  fulfill  after  tours  end. 
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REMINDERS  ABOUT  GOOD  MANNERS 


Please  make  sure  your  students  observe  the  following  guidelines: 

Please  be  considerate  when  you  encounter  other  school  groups 
and  their  guides.  It  is  difficult  for  students  to  hear  their 
guides  if  others  are  talking  loudly  nearby. 

Accoustics  in  some  galleries  are  poor,  and  noise  levels  rise 
quickly. 

Please  do  not  handle  items  on  display  or  disturb  exhibits 
in  any  way. 

There  is  no  smoking,  eating  or  drinking  allowed  in  gallery 
areas.  Gum  chewing  is  discouraged* 

Teachers  are  asked  to  be  responsible  for  the  orderly  behaviour 
of  their  class  while  at  the  Museum. 

Courteous  behaviour  makes  the  Museum  visit  more  pleasant  for  everyone. 
We  appreciate  your  cooperation. 
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THE  GALLERIES 


There  are  four  permanent  galleries  which  are  constantly  being  expanded 
and  improved: 


HABITAT  GROUPS:  Wildlife  of 
Alberta  re-created  in  their 
natural  setting,  so  perfectly 
you  can  almost  hear  them 
breathing. 


HISTORY:  Alberta's  pioneer 
past  brought  to  life  through 
informative  displays  which  tell 
the  story  of  agriculture,  home 
life,  transportation,  our  ethno- 
cultural heritage  and  the  devel- 
opment of  towns. 

I ND I AND  AND  FUR  TRADE:  A look  at 
the  culture  and  history  of  Alberta's 
native  people  and  the  impact  of 
European  fur  traders. 


NATURAL  HISTORY:  Fascinating 
exhibits  of  fossils,  dinosaurs, 
geological  specimens,  Alberta's 
Wildlife  and  nature  conservation. 


MUSEUM  SERVICES  AND  FACILITIES 

THE  BOOKSHOP  carries  a wide  variety  of  publications  on  Western  Canada's 
natural  and  human  history  and  a comprehensive  collection  of  Alberta's 
local  histories.  Museum  publications,  including  books,  popular  leaflets, 
art  prints,  postcards,  and  slides  are  also  available.  Catalogues  may 
be  obtained  upon  request  and  orders  placed  by  mail.  It  is  open  daily, 
the  same  hours  as  the  Museum. 

CURATORIAL  STAFF  cover  two  areas.  Natural  History  curators  specialize 
in  botany,  geology,  mammology,  ornithology  and  paleontology.  Human  History 
curators  specialize  in  archaeology,  ethnology,  fine  and  decorative  arts, 
folk-life  and  history.  Enquiries  for  specific  information  in  these  fields 
are  answered  by  curators.  Offers  of  information,  artifacts,  and  specimens 
are  always  welcome. 

THE  CAFETERIA  provides  a limited  range  of  hot  and  cold  meals  for  the  public. 

It  is  open  the  same  hours  as  the  Museum.  School  groups  may  use  the  cafeteria 
before  11:30  am  and  after  1:00  pm.  Arrangements  may  also  be  made  to  use  a 
small  lunchroom  seating  40  to  50  children  at  any  time  during  the  day.  All 
school  groups  using  these  facilities  MUST  book  them  in  advance  with  the 
cafeteria,  by  calling  455“ 5089 - In  good  weather,  school  groups  are  encouraged 

to  bring  bag  lunches  to  eat  outdoors  on  the  Museum  grounds. 

FEATURE  GALLERIES  contain  temporary  exhibitions  brought  from  museums  around 
the  world.  Guided  school  tours  are  generally  not  available  for  these 
exhibitions. 

PUBLIC  PROGRAMS  include  feature  films,  demonstrations  of  ethnic  and  historic 
crafts,  children's  programs,  spcial  events,  and  Culture  Heritage  Performances 
every  Sunday  by  members  of  Alberta's  ethno-cultural  groups. 


MUSEUM  INFORMATION  452-2150 
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FREE  PUBLIC  PROGRAMS  AT  THE  PROVINCIAL  MUSUEM  1979  - 1980 

SATURDAY  PROGRAMS 

Children's  craft  workshops  are  held  on  Saturday  mornings  through 
the  school  year.  The  activities  featured  relate  to  gallery  exhibits 
and  are  designed  for  children  in  upper  elementary  grades.  Most 
programs  are  a month  long  and  children  must  be  pre-reg i stered  to 
participate.  For  details  call  427-1768. 


SATURDAY  FILMS 

From  September  to  June,  films  for  the  family  are  shown  at  2:00  pm. 


SUNDAY  MOVIES 

Films  featuring  various  themes,  directors,  or  performances  by 
actors/actresses  are  shown  at  4:00  pm  and  7:00  pm  from  September 
to  June. 


OPEN  HOUSE 

Working  areas  of  the  Museum  will  be  open  to  the  public  for  viewing 
on  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  12,  1980,  from  1:00  pm  - 4:00  pm,  and  on  Sunday, 
JANUARY  13,  1980,  from  1:00  - 5:00  pm. 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  FEATURE  EXHIBITIONS 

Sringar  - A Pageant  of  Indian  Costumes  (July  28  to  December  2) 

The  Henry  Birks  Collection  of  Canadian  Silver  (September  15  to 
January  7) 

Edison  and  the  Electrical  Age  - 100  Years  (End  of  May  to  August  10,  1980) 

Last  Best  West  (Photos  from  the  settlement  period  of  western  Canada) 
(February  to  March  1980) 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
427-1730 
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